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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and an apparatus for controlling regenerative
braking of a hybrid electric vehicle are provided and that
adjust a regenerative braking torque by classifying as at least
two or more regenerative braking modes and applying
different regenerative braking slopes to each mode. The
apparatus includes a motor controller that is configured to
adjust a driving torque of a motor and a brake controller that
is configured to adjust hydraulic pressure supplied to a brake
cylinder of a wheel by calculating a braking torque. A hybrid
controller is configured to adjust a regenerative braking
torque by classifying as at least two or more regenerative
braking modes and applying different regenerative braking
slopes based on each mode.
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 3
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 6
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
CONTROLLING REGENERATIVE BRAKING
OF HYBRID ELECTRIC VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0056564 filed in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office on May 12, 2014, the
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND

(a) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and an appa-
ratus for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric
vehicle, and more particularly, to a method and an apparatus
for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric
vehicle that adjust a regenerative braking torque by classi-
fying as at least two or more regenerative braking modes and
applying different regenerative braking slope based on each
mode.

(b) Description of the Related Art

Generally, a hybrid electric vehicle is driven by an engine
which generates torque from fuel combustion and an electric
motor which generates torque from an electric battery. In
other words, a hybrid electric vehicle has a power device
comprised of an engine and a motor and is driven by
appropriately using each power that has been generated by
a combustion action of the engine and power that is gener-
ated by a rotation of a motor using electrical energy that is
stored within a battery.

To improve fuel consumption, a vehicle using a power
generation control as well as a hybrid electric vehicle uses
regenerative braking technology. A regenerative braking
system uses a portion of a braking force for power genera-
tion upon braking of a vehicle, charges generated electrical
energy in a battery, and uses a portion of kinetic energy by
a driving speed of a vehicle as energy necessary for driving
a generator. Accordingly, a regenerative braking system
simultaneously implements reduction of kinetic energy and
generation of electrical energy. In addition, a hydraulic
pressure braking system which generates braking force
based on hydraulic pressure is provided within the hybrid
electric vehicle. Since the regenerative braking is generated
by only a wheel connected to the motor, regenerative brak-
ing cannot satisfy a braking request of a driver.

Therefore, the hydraulic pressure braking and the regen-
erative braking are performed simultaneously in the hybrid
electric vehicle based on an operation of a brake pedal.
However, there is a problem caused by a difference of
reactivity since reactivity of the regenerative braking system
is rapid, on the contrary, reactivity of hydraulic pressure
braking system is slow.

A traditional hybrid electric vehicle uses a slope of a
straight line while calculating a regenerative braking amount
to generate a shock or a deceleration change based on the
difference of reactivity between the regenerative braking
system and the hydraulic pressure braking system. More-
over, when the slope is decreased to minimize the shock or
the deceleration change, the regenerative braking amount
also decreases which results deterioration of fuel efficiency.

The above information disclosed in this section is merely
for enhancement of understanding of the background of the
invention and therefore it may contain information that does
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not form the prior art that is already known in this country
to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides a method and an apparatus
for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric
vehicle having advantages of adjusting a regenerative brak-
ing torque by classifying as at least two or more regenerative
braking modes and applying different regenerative braking
slope based on each mode.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides an apparatus for controlling regenerative braking of a
hybrid electric vehicle that may include a motor controller
configured to adjust a driving torque of a motor; a brake
controller configured to adjust hydraulic pressure supplied to
a brake cylinder of a wheel by calculating a braking torque;
and a hybrid controller configured to adjust a regenerative
braking torque by classifying as at least two or more
regenerative braking modes and applying different regen-
erative braking slope based on each mode.

The hybrid controller may be configured to classify
regenerative braking modes into a regenerative braking
occurrence mode, a regenerative braking increase mode and
a regenerative braking maximum mode based on a regen-
erative braking torque. The regenerative braking occurrence
mode may be determined as a range where the regenerative
braking torque is less than a first predetermined torque. The
regenerative braking increase mode may be determined as a
range where the regenerative braking torque is greater than
or equal to the first predetermined torque and less than a
second predetermined torque. The regenerative braking
maximum mode may be determined as a range where the
regenerative braking torque is greater than or equal to the
second predetermined torque. The hybrid controller may be
configured to prevent regenerative braking when the regen-
erative braking torque increases and reaches a regenerative
braking capacity which decreases when regenerative brak-
ing is requested while being limited. The regenerative brak-
ing torque may be calculated based on a current vehicle
speed and a total braking amount.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present invention
provides a method for controlling regenerative braking of a
hybrid electric vehicle that may include determining a target
regenerative braking amount when regenerative braking of
the hybrid electric vehicle is requested; classifying as at least
two or more regenerative braking modes based on a regen-
erative braking torque based on the target regenerative
braking amount and applying different regenerative braking
slope based on the classified regenerative braking mode; and
adjusting a regenerative braking amount based on the regen-
erative braking slope.

The applying of different regenerative braking slopes
based on the classified regenerative braking mode may
include applying a slope of a regenerative braking occur-
rence mode when the regenerative braking torque is less
than a first predetermined torque; applying the slope of a
regenerative braking increase mode when the regenerative
braking torque is greater than or equal to the first predeter-
mined torque and less than a second predetermined torque;
and applying the slope of a regenerative braking maximum
mode when the regenerative braking torque is greater than or
equal to than the second predetermined torque.

The method may further include determining whether
regenerative braking is requested while being limited; cal-
culating an increase time of the regenerative braking torque
and a time point where the regenerative braking torque
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reaches a regenerative braking capacity when the regenera-
tive braking is requested while being limited; and maintain-
ing the limitation of regenerative braking when the regen-
erative braking capacity is decreasing at the time point
where the regenerative braking torque reaches the regenera-
tive braking capacity. The increase of time and the reach
time point of the regenerative braking torque may be cal-
culated based on a current vehicle speed and a total braking
amount.

Yet another exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion provides a method for controlling regenerative braking
of a hybrid electric vehicle that may include determining
whether regenerative braking is requested while being lim-
ited; calculating an increase of time of the regenerative
braking torque and a time point where the regenerative
braking torque reaches a regenerative braking capacity when
the regenerative braking is requested while being limited;
and maintaining the limitation of regenerative braking when
the regenerative braking capacity is decreasing at the time
point where the regenerative braking torque reaches the
regenerative braking capacity. The increase of time and the
reach time point of the regenerative braking torque may be
calculated based on a current vehicle speed and a total
braking amount.

As described above, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, deceleration linearity may be
improved in an initial stage of regenerative braking. In
addition, fuel efficiency of the hybrid electric vehicle may be
improved by maximizing energy recovery in a middle stage
of regenerative braking.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The attached drawings illustrate exemplary embodiments
of the present invention, and are provided for describing the
present invention in more detail, but not for limiting tech-
nical aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 1 is an exemplary schematic block diagram of an
apparatus for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid
electric vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary flowchart showing a method for
controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary graph showing deceleration of a
hybrid electric vehicle according to hydraulic pressure brak-
ing and regenerative braking in a traditional hybrid electric
vehicle according to the related art;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary graph showing deceleration of a
hybrid electric vehicle according to hydraulic pressure brak-
ing and regenerative braking in a hybrid electric vehicle to
which a method for controlling regenerative braking of a
hybrid electric vehicle according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention is applied;

FIG. 5 is an exemplary flowchart showing a method for
controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle
according to another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 6 is an exemplary graph showing deceleration of a
hybrid electric vehicle according to a regenerative braking
capacity and a regenerative braking amount in a traditional
hybrid electric vehicle when regenerative braking is
requested while being limited according to the related art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is understood that the term “vehicle” or “vehicular” or
other similar term as used herein is inclusive of motor
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vehicles in general such as passenger automobiles including
sports utility vehicles (SUV), buses, trucks, various com-
mercial vehicles, watercraft including a variety of boats and
ships, aircraft, and the like, and includes hybrid vehicles,
electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, hydrogen-
powered vehicles and other alternative fuel vehicles (e.g.
fuels derived from resources other than petroleum). As
referred to herein, a hybrid vehicle is a vehicle that has two
or more sources of power, for example both gasoline-
powered and electric-powered vehicles.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. As
used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all combi-
nations of one or more of the associated listed items.

Although exemplary embodiment is described as using a
plurality of units to perform the exemplary process, it is
understood that the exemplary processes may also be per-
formed by one or plurality of modules. Additionally, it is
understood that the term controller/control unit refers to a
hardware device that includes a memory and a processor.
The memory is configured to store the modules and the
processor is specifically configured to execute said modules
to perform one or more processes which are described
further below.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
hereinafter be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Additionally, it is understood that
some of the methods may be executed by at least one
controller. The term controller refers to a hardware device
that includes a memory and a processor configured to
execute one or more steps that should be interpreted as its
algorithmic structure. The memory is configured to store
algorithmic steps, and the processor is specifically config-
ured to execute said algorithmic steps to perform one or
more processes which are described further below.

Furthermore, the control logic of the present invention
may be embodied as non-transitory computer readable
media on a computer readable medium containing execut-
able program instructions executed by a processor, a con-
troller, or the like. Examples of computer readable media
include, but are not limited to, ROM, RAM, compact disc
(CD)-ROM, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, flash drives, smart
cards, and optical data storage devices. The computer read-
able recording medium can also be distributed in network
coupled computer systems so that the computer readable
media is stored and executed in a distributed fashion, e.g., by
a telematics server or a controller area network (CAN).

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
hereinafter be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is an exemplary schematic block diagram of an
apparatus for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid
electric vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, an apparatus for
controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention may include an engine 12, an engine clutch 14, a
motor 16, a transmission 18, a wheel 20, a brake controller
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25, a motor controller 30, a battery management system 35,
a battery 40, a driving information detector 50 and a hybrid
controller 10.

The hybrid electric vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention may provide a driving
mode in which the engine 12 and the motor 16 separately or
simultaneously operate as a power source. For this purpose,
the engine clutch 14 may be disposed between the engine 12
and the motor 16 to selectively connect the engine 12 and the
motor 16 and transmit power to the wheel 20.

The motor 16 may be operated by a 3-phase alternating
current (AC) voltage based on a control signal applied from
the motor controller 30 and may be configured to generate
a torque. Additionally, the motor 16 may be operated as a
generator in coast down driving to supply a voltage to the
battery 40. The motor controller 30 may be configured to
execute driving and adjust torque of the motor 16 according
to the hybrid controller 10 and store electricity generated in
the motor 16 at the battery 40 upon regenerative braking. For
these purposes, the motor controller 30 may be provided
with one or more microprocessors, and the one or more
microprocessor may be executed by a predetermined pro-
gram for performing a method of controlling driving and
torque of the motor 16.

The transmission 18 may be configured to supply a sum
of an output torque of the engine 12 and an output torque of
the motor 16 determined by coupling and releasing of the
engine clutch 14 as an input torque, and select a shift gear
based on a vehicle speed and a driving condition to output
driving force to a driving wheel and maintain driving. The
transmission 18 may be a fixed end decelerator or an
automatic transmission of many shift speeds, but it is not
limited thereto. When the transmission 18 is the automatic
transmission of multiple shift speeds, a gear ratio may be
adjusted by a control signal from the hybrid controller 10.

The battery 40 may be formed with a plurality of unit
cells, and a high voltage for providing a driving voltage to
the motor 16 may be stored in the battery 40. The battery 40
may be configured to supply a driving voltage to the motor
16 in an electric vehicle (EV) mode or hybrid electric
vehicle (HEV) mode, and may be charged with a voltage
generated in the motor 16 upon regenerative braking. When
a commercial power source is plug-in connected, the battery
40 may be charged by a voltage and a current supplied via
a charge device.

The battery management system 35 may be configured to
comprehensively detect information such as a voltage, a
current, and a temperature of the battery 40 to manage and
control a charge state, and adjust a state of charge (SOC)
based on a control signal from the hybrid controller 10. The
battery management system 35 may be configured to prevent
the battery 40 from being discharged to a limited voltage or
less or being overcharged to a limited voltage or more.

The brake controller 25 may be configured to calculate a
braking amount of hydraulic pressure of a pedal stroke and
hydraulic pressure of a master cylinder when a braking
operation is requested. Then, the brake controller 25 may be
configured to adjust hydraulic pressure braking supplied to
a brake cylinder of each wheel 20 based on the braking
amount of hydraulic pressure. For these purposes, the brake
controller 25 may include one or more microprocessors, and
the one or more microprocessor may be executed by a
predetermined program for performing a method of control-
ling hydraulic pressure braking.

The driving information detector 50 may be configured to
detect a running state of the electric vehicle and the brake
demand of the driver, and transmit a corresponding signal to
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the hybrid controller 10. The driving information detector 50
may include at least one of an engine speed sensor config-
ured to detect an engine speed, a motor speed sensor
configured to detect a motor speed, a vehicle speed sensor
configured to detect a vehicle speed, an accelerator pedal
position sensor configured to detect a position value of an
accelerator pedal (e.g., an engagement degree of the accel-
eration pedal), and a brake pedal position sensor configured
to detect a position value of a brake pedal (e.g., an engage-
ment degree of the brake pedal).

The hybrid controller 10 may be an uppermost controller
and may be configured to operate subordinate controllers
that are connected to a network and collect and analyze
information of each subordinate controller to execute entire
operations of the hybrid electric vehicle. Further, the hybrid
controller 10 may be configured to adjust a regenerative
braking torque by classifying as at least two or more
regenerative braking modes and applying different regen-
erative braking slopes of each mode. In addition, the hybrid
controller 10 may be configured to prevent regenerative
braking when the regenerative braking torque increases and
reaches a regenerative braking capacity decreasing when
regenerative braking is requested while being limited.

The regenerative braking modes may be a regenerative
braking occurrence mode, a regenerative braking increase
mode and a regenerative braking maximum mode based on
the regenerative braking torque. For these purposes, the
hybrid controller 10 may include one or more microproces-
sors, and the one or more microprocessor may be executed
by a predetermined program for performing a method for
controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Hereinafter, a method for controlling regenerative braking
of a hybrid electric vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention will be described in
detail with reference to FIG. 2 to FIG. 6.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary flowchart showing a method for
controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 2, a method for controlling
regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention begins
with determining whether regenerative braking of the hybrid
electric vehicle is requested by hybrid controller 10 based on
driving information detected by driving information detector
50 at step S110.

When the regenerative braking is requested at the step
S110, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured to calcu-
late a target regenerative braking amount based on a driving
torque of the motor 16, an output torque of the engine 12,
and a hydraulic pressure braking amount adjusted by the
brake controller 25 at step S120. When the target regenera-
tive braking amount is calculated at the step S120, the
regenerative braking torque may be determined. Thus, the
motor controller 30 may be configured to execute regenera-
tive braking by the motor 16 and the brake controller 25 may
be configured to adjust hydraulic pressure braking supplied
to a brake cylinder of a wheel based on the regenerative
braking torque. Herein, the hybrid controller 10 may be
configured to apply a regenerative braking occurrence mode
slope in an initial stage of regenerative braking at step S130.

The regenerative braking occurrence mode slope may be
applied when the regenerative braking torque is less than a
first predetermined torque to be applied in the initial stage of
regenerative braking. The first predetermined torque may be
determined using a predetermined test. The regenerative
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braking occurrence mode slope may minimize a regenera-
tive braking slope since initial reactivity of hydraulic pres-
sure braking is substantially slow. Thus, the hydraulic pres-
sure braking may track the regenerative braking.

Furthermore, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured
to determine whether the regenerative braking is in a middle
stage after the initial stage of regenerative braking. In other
words, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured to deter-
mine whether the regenerative braking torque is greater than
or equal to the first predetermined torque and less than a
second predetermined torque at step S140. The second
predetermined torque may be determined as a value obtained
by subtracting the regenerative braking torque at a changing
point of the regenerative braking entry slope from a regen-
erative braking maximum torque.

When the regenerative braking torque is greater than or
equal to the first predetermined torque and less than the
second predetermined torque at the step S140, the hybrid
controller 10 may be configured to apply a regenerative
braking increase mode slope at step S150. The regenerative
braking increase mode slope may maximize energy recovery
by being increased a slope since hydraulic pressure braking
may track regenerative braking in the middle stage of the
regenerative braking.

Further, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured to
determine whether the regenerative braking is in a last stage.
In other words, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured
to determine whether the regenerative braking torque is
greater than or equal to a second predetermined torque at
step S160. When the regenerative braking torque is greater
than or equal to the second predetermined torque at the step
S160, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured to apply a
regenerative braking maximum mode slope at step S170.
The regenerative braking maximum mode slope may pre-
vent a phenomenon in which hydraulic pressure braking
cannot track the regenerative braking when the regenerative
braking approaches a peak. Thus, the regenerative braking
maximum mode slope may decrease the regenerative brak-
ing increase mode slope. After that, the hybrid controller 10
may be configured to execute regenerative braking based on
a slope of each regenerative braking mode at step S180.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary graph showing deceleration of a
hybrid electric vehicle according to hydraulic pressure brak-
ing and regenerative braking in a traditional hybrid electric
vehicle according to the related art and FIG. 4 is an
exemplary graph showing deceleration of a hybrid electric
vehicle according to hydraulic pressure braking and regen-
erative braking in a hybrid electric vehicle to which a
method for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid
electric vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention is applied.

As shown in FIG. 3, a slope of the regenerative braking
amount is a straight line without changing. Therefore, a
shock during braking may be generated in the initial stage of
regenerative braking, and a slip during braking may be
generated in the last stage of regenerative braking. On the
other hand, as shown in FIG. 4, a slope of the regenerative
braking amount may be changed in three levels by applying
a method for controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid
electric vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. Therefore, drivability and fuel con-
sumption of the hybrid electric vehicle may be improved.

FIG. 5 is an exemplary flowchart showing a method for
controlling regenerative braking of a hybrid electric vehicle
according to another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 5, hybrid controller 20 may be
configured to determine whether regenerative braking is
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requested while regenerative braking is limited at step S200.
Herein, the limitation of regenerative braking may indicate
that braking of the hybrid electric vehicle is performed by
only hydraulic pressure braking at step S200.

When regenerative braking is performed during braking
of the hybrid electric vehicle is performed by only hydraulic
pressure braking, the hydraulic pressure braking amount
may be decreased. When the hydraulic pressure braking
amount is compulsorily decreased to satisfy a demand
braking amount, a substantial shock may be generated.
When the regenerative braking is requested while being
limited at the step S200, the hybrid controller 20 may be
configured to calculate a time increase of the regenerative
braking torque and a time point where the regenerative
braking torque reaches a regenerative braking capacity cal-
culated based on a current vehicle speed and a total braking
amount at step S210.

Additionally, the hybrid controller 10 may be configured
to determine whether the regenerative braking capacity is
decreasing at the time point where the regenerative braking
torque reaches the regenerative braking capacity at step
S220. When the regenerative braking capacity is decreasing
at the time point where the regenerative braking torque
reaches the regenerative braking capacity at the step S220,
the hybrid controller 10 may be configured to maintain the
limitation of regenerative braking at step S230. In other
words, the hybrid controller 20 may not perform regenera-
tive braking control and may be configured to perform
hydraulic pressure braking to decelerate the hybrid electric
vehicle.

Furthermore, when the regenerative braking capacity is
not decreasing at the time point where the regenerative
braking torque reaches the regenerative braking capacity at
the step S220, the hybrid controller 20 may be configured to
perform regenerative braking control at step S240. Herein,
the hybrid controller 10 may be configured to execute
regenerative braking based on each regenerative braking
mode as described above.

FIG. 6 is an exemplary graph showing deceleration of a
hybrid electric vehicle according to a regenerative braking
capacity and a regenerative braking amount in a traditional
hybrid electric vehicle when regenerative braking is
requested while being limited. As shown in FIG. 6, when the
regenerative braking is increased and reaches the regenera-
tive braking capacity which is decreasing, the regenerative
braking amount is sharply reduced based on regenerative
braking capacity. Thus, deceleration shock may be gener-
ated. On the other hand, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, the limitation of regenerative
braking may be maintained, thus improving drivability of
the hybrid electric vehicle.

While this invention has been described in connection
with what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed exemplary embodiments. On the
contrary, it is intended to cover various modifications and
equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and scope
of the appended claims.

DESCRIPTION OF SYMBOLS

: hybrid controller
: engine

: engine clutch

: motor

: transmission

: wheel
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25: brake controller
30: motor controller
35: battery management system
40: battery
50: driving information detector
What is claimed is:
1. An apparatus for controlling regenerative braking of a
hybrid electric vehicle, comprising:
a motor controller configured to adjust a driving torque of
a motor;

a brake controller configured to adjust hydraulic pressure
supplied to a brake cylinder of a wheel by calculating
a braking torque; and

a hybrid controller configured to adjust a regenerative
braking torque by classifying at least two or more
regenerative braking modes and applying different
regenerative braking slopes based on each mode,

wherein the regenerative braking modes include a regen-
erative braking occurrence mode and a regenerative
braking increase mode based on a regenerative braking
torque.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the regenerative
braking modes further include a regenerative braking maxi-
mum mode based on a regenerative braking torque.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the regenerative
braking occurrence mode is determined as a range where the
regenerative braking torque is less than a first predetermined
torque.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the regenerative
braking increase mode is determined as a range where the
regenerative braking torque is greater than or equal to the
first predetermined torque and less than a second predeter-
mined torque.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the regenerative
braking maximum mode is determined as a range where the
regenerative braking torque is greater than or equal to the
second predetermined torque.

6. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein a slope of the
regenerative braking increase mode is larger than a slope of
the regenerative braking occurrence mode slope.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the slope of the
regenerative braking increase mode is larger than a slope of
the regenerative braking maximum mode.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the hybrid controller
is configured to prevent regenerative braking when the
regenerative braking torque increases and reaches a regen-
erative braking capacity which is decreasing when regen-
erative braking is requested while being limited.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the regenerative
braking torque is calculated based on a current vehicle speed
and a total braking amount.

10. A method for controlling regenerative braking of a
hybrid electric vehicle, comprising:

determining, by a controller, a target regenerative braking
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amount when regenerative braking of the hybrid elec- 55

tric vehicle is requested;
classifying, by the controller, at least two or more regen-
erative braking modes based on a regenerative braking
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torque according to the target regenerative braking
amount and applying different regenerative braking
slopes according to the classified regenerative braking
mode;

adjusting, by the controller, a regenerative braking

amount based on the regenerative braking slope;
determining, by the controller, whether regenerative brak-
ing is requested while being limited;
calculating, by the controller, a time increase of the
regenerative braking torque and a time point where the
regenerative braking torque reaches a regenerative
braking capacity when the regenerative braking is
requested while being limited; and
maintaining, by the controller, the limitation of regenera-
tive braking when the regenerative braking capacity is
decreasing at the time point where the regenerative
braking torque reaches the regenerative braking capac-
ity.
11. The method of claim 10, wherein the applying of
different regenerative braking slopes according to the clas-
sified regenerative braking mode includes:
applying, by the controller, a slope of a regenerative
braking occurrence mode when the regenerative brak-
ing torque is less than a first predetermined torque;

applying, by the controller, the slope of a regenerative
braking increase mode when the regenerative braking
torque is greater than or equal to the first predetermined
torque and less than a second predetermined torque;
and

applying, by the controller, the slope of a regenerative

braking maximum mode when the regenerative braking
torque is greater than or equal to the second predeter-
mined torque.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the time increase
and the reach time point of the regenerative braking torque
is calculated based on a current vehicle speed and a total
braking amount.

13. A method for controlling regenerative braking of a
hybrid electric vehicle, comprising:

determining, by a controller, whether regenerative brak-

ing is requested during being limited;

calculating, by the controller, a time increase of the

regenerative braking torque and a time point where the
regenerative braking torque reaches a regenerative
braking capacity when the regenerative braking is
requested while being limited; and

maintaining, by the controller, the limitation of regenera-

tive braking when the regenerative braking capacity is
decreasing at the time point where the regenerative
braking torque reaches the regenerative braking capac-
ity.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the time increase
and the reach time point of the regenerative braking torque
is calculated based on a current vehicle speed and a total
braking amount.



